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Clustering knowledge for policy needs

Content

• Background and motivation

• Where to start from?

• How to deal with a vast information load in a short time?

• What was achievable with resources we could enable?

• The result: 2 Deliverables, a new case study of 

knowledge transfer in COLUMBUS, a useful 

classification of information for further exploitation.



Background

How this all started?

• Request: the Marine Resources Unit from DG Research, 
through the COLUMBUS Project Technical Officer 
transmits a need:
– They would like to have a structured synthesis of the amount of 

projects, of those funded under FP7 which, to some extent, 
contributed to major EU Marine Regulations and Marine 
Bioeconomy Activities.

An a perception/expectation:

– With the work under progress in COLUMBUS and the 
partnership background, we (the partnership) had in our hands 
sufficient information and materials to fulfill that need. And to do 
this in a short time!! 



Next step

• The need + the expectation of our “Client” =A NEW 
PROJECT CHALLENGE and lots of questions:

• How many projects? 

• What would we need to analyse? How deep? 

• What sort of statistics could fit the EC’s need? How to report 
and display the result?

• When should we deliver? 

• How much resources? What team would we have available?

• AND VERY IMPORTANT what exactly was the background 
knowledge we could use to deal with this challenge?



Where to start from?

Finding the answers to the previous questions

• How many projects……. Let’s call EurOcean!!! At least 

840….In fact …..1242

• To clarify the extent and depth of the analysis…. Call/e-

mail COLUMBUS officer!!! Find out how best we can 

answer their need. Understand the scope of the request.

• When? In 4 months

• Resources: internal rearrangements (organize a team of 

5 people to put some time on this work). AquaTT and EC 

facilitate the conditions.



Where to start from?

Available Knowledge?

• COLUMBUS: The CNs

• STAGES reports

• EurOcean MKG

• CORDIS

• EC Publications



How to deal with a in information load of 

1242 abstracts in four months?

Two first key decisions

1st. Build a classification structure

2nd. Identify Keywords and define how to use them



Classification structure



Select keywords and use them. How?



Input: 
Projects’ basic info
Structure

Keywords

Select keywords and use them. How?



Select keywords and use them. How?
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Analysis



Two project deliverables



A Case Study fully adapted to the rational of 

COLUMBUS

STAGES
Coordinator: CETMAR

EurOcean develops
and hosts the portal
(Explotation Partner)

COLUMBUS Deliverable 5.4, 5.5 
Overview of FP7 projects relevant to 

major Marine and Maritime
regulations: MSFD, MSPD, CFP and 

Blue Growth Sectors
Leader: CETMAR

(Target User)

Marine Knowledge Gate
(Repository on marine 
and maritime research

projects) 

COLUMBUS
Coordinator: BIM
Partners: 
• CETMAR
• EurOcean
And 22 partners

Marine Resources Unit
DG Research and Innovation

(European Commission)
(End User)

Beyond DG Research and 
Innovation, D5.4;5.5 could
have interest information
of interest to all partners
in COLUMBUS

PROJECT
S

Knowledge Outputs

KO.STAGES.01
KO.STAGES.04
KO.STAGES.05 

Policy Makers

• Deliverable 5.4, 5.5 was requested by the European
Comission as an extra restricted deliverable of
COLUMBUS the 2nd of December 2016.

▪ STAGES KOs provided an easy and user friendly
access to FP7 projects relevant to MSFD, one of the
aspects included in D5.3.

▪ However, the information collected during STAGES
project, needs to be updated and classified
according to end users needs.



A Case Study fully adapted to the rational of 

COLUMBUS

KOsSTAGES
+ 

COLUMBUS 

TU

KNOWLEDGE OUTPUT PATHWAY

EU

KTA 1 KTA 2

EP

Application

Eventual Impact

TU= Target User: CETMAR team in COLUMBUS
EU=End User: Marine Resources Unit,DG Research
and Innovation (EU)
KTA= Knowledge Transfer Activity
EP= Explotation Partner: EurOcean team in 
COLUMBUS. They facilitate the KTA2 accomplishment
by providing a profiled list of 1242 marine and 
maritime FP7 projects hosted in the Marine 
Knowledge Gate to the target user.  

Eventual Impact
Inform policy makers about how the Seventh Framework 
Programme for Research and Development (FP7) has addressed 
the Blue Economy (BE) activities and contributed to specific 
marine regulations such as the MSFD, the Maritime Spatial 
Planning Directive and the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP). In 
particular, STAGES KOs provided a baseline knowledge to identify 
and classify FP7 projects with relevance to MSFD implementation.



For more information: rfernandez@cetmar.org

Email: info@columbusproject.eu


